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Disclaimer (sort of) 
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to recruit a few new subscribers and boost the content to 36 or 40 pages. 
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Collingwood - A very poor performance 


Inthe past, Studs Up has often queried the clubs' lack of professionalism and has 
occasionally held up AFL clubs as an example to follow. How ironic then that Collingwood 
Football Club could make such a shambles of its decision to withdraw support for the 
Collingwood Warriors 

CFC, in a board meeting on Saturday February 15, 1997, decided to pull the financial 
plug on the Warriors. The club would not play its match against UTS Olympic as the 
players were unable to gain guarantees of either wages or insurance. CFC decided to put 
the whole project in the too hard basket, at a time when the football club - on the playing 
field - is in danger of slipping into permanent mediocrity. Since winning the AFL premier- 
ship in 1990 (their first success for 32 years) the club has slowly drifted out of serious 
contention, certainly well behind the current powerhouses Carlton, Essendon and West 
Coasl, and it is only the ridiculous final eight system that has kept the Magpie Army 
interested in the second half of most recent seasons. 

The decision to try and pull the plug on the Warriors mid-season explains why 
There have been numerous changes at administration level within both CFC and CWSC 
and it appears that the 'bnefing process normally offered to new employees has been 
neglected. CFC and all CWSC should have known that CFC were financially responsible 
and had a legal (as well as moral) obligation to tough it out. The fact that CFC were 
ignorant of their obligations says much about the current board at Victoria Park. 


The ramifications of Collingwood's eventual demise are many and varied. The chief 
beneficiary in terms of playing staff will almost certainly be Carlton, providing the players are 
willing to become involved in another club making its Ericsson Cup debut. SU suspects 
they will, as Carlton have shown far more professionalism (than Collingwood) in their olf- 
field activities and have committed themselves to a budget of two million dollars for their 
first season. 

On the positive side, Collingwood's exit from the national league could not be better 
timed for clubs such as Gippsiand and the Melbourne Knights. Both clubs have been 
anxious as Soccer Australia muses over the number of teams to line up in next season's 
competition, and with Carlton entering, five Victorian teams in a fourteen team competition 
would have spelt trouble somewhere. It appears SocAus have been saved from making a 
very difficult decision, 


For a few dollars more 


It didn't take long for the euphoria of the OWSS to evaporate did it? Just when the 
public was being bombarded with good news about soccer the old-age dispute over money 
reared its ugly head again. The Players Association lodged certain pay demands with 
SsocAus that would apply forthe 1997 World Cup qualifiers and the |Inter-Continental Cup. 
Specifically, they requested 75% of prizemoney, 20% of appearance fees and between 
59-10% of television, marketing and promotional revenue. SocAus dug in their heels and 
predictably savaged what they saw as unreasonable demands that would bankrupt the 
game and even hinted that the ‘rebels’ would be ineligible for future Socceroo selection 
We wonder what Tel would think if David Hill carried out his threat and told him which 
players to select and leave out. Come back Alan Sugar - all is forgiven! 

The players in turn placed a ban on all promotional work and interviews before and after 
our game against Norway, but the constant sniping almost overshadowed the fine 
performances of the Socceroos. We thought the recently concluded collective agreement 
between SocAus and the Players Association meant we had seen the last of such 
squabbles. Maybe that was just wishful thinking 


- 


ex lhree steps forward, a shuffle backwards 


After years of narrow losses and ‘creditable’ draws Oz soccer took three steps forward 
when they strung three consecutive wins together during the Optus World Soccer Series. 
Not since Diego arrived on these shores in 1993 had the international soccer press 
descended on Australia in such numbers. The English media sent a small army to the Bob 
Jane Stadium and some were quite thrilled to find exactly the sort of soccer backwater they 
had expected, 

“Grubby little ground" - Sunday Telegraph 
" smalier than your average second division ground, a mish-mash of low slung 
- terraces.,."- Daily Telegraph. 
"Team managers and substitutes are accommodated beside the pitch in what 
looks like a large, cutaway sewage pipe. "- Daily Telegraph 

Okay, so it ain't Wembley, but it is worthy of staging an international friendly against 
New Zealand, and quite a few other countries. The problem was, it wasn't fit to host Terry 
Venables’ first international in charge of Australia. The opening match should have been 
played at the Sydney Football Stadium - the home of Australian soccer. Thal would have 
given the occasion a worthy stage and, most probably, a much larger and vocal crowd. 

SU was extremely diappointed to see the ‘Full House’ signs stay in the drawer, and we 
now face the prospect of travelling interstate to see the Socceroos until the Docklands 
stadium is built. Melbourne has had enough chances, even if the matches offered by the 
parent body have often failed to fire the imagination of the Victorian public, 






In a bizarre sort of way, Terry Venables was on trial, with both local and overseas media 
members eager to be part of the jury. It seems that his thirty month tenure as England 
manager was viewed as nothina special by some, who must have rubbed their hands after 
an unconvincing 1-0 win over the Kiwis. But by the end of the tournament the critics had to 
concede that Venables had done an outstanding job in the short time he had available with 
the squad. Many players were glowing in their praise of TV, none more so than Craig 
Foster who claimed he learned more in two hours than he had in the previous twelve years. 

The fans were fairly impressed too. Most of the mail we've received over the past couple 
of weeks has had a line or two commenting on the positive attitude of the Australan team, 
no doubt helped by the continuity policy in terms of selection, Ten players started all three 
games, with TV preferring to win the tournament rather than give everybody a game, 
something that wouldn't have been considered by his predecessor. The Thomson era 
seems So long ago already! This didn't please the ‘reserves’ naturally, but generally 
speaking most fans agreed with his first eleven. A few were disappointed with the failure of 
Blagojevic to gain a spot, while Petkovic also has his supporters, and the continued 
exclusion of DeAmucis frustrates nis army of admurers. 


While it all worked out well on the field, we stul find ways to shoot ourselves in the feet off 
it The dispute over player payments was ill-timed, and the over-proteciion of Venables by 
SocAus was also disappointing. TV popped up in some unusual places (MMM's Grill 
Team, for example - old favour, Steve?) yet the big guns in the media who queued up for 
the big interview were politely turned away. This lead to a frustrated Venables answering 
the same boring questions over and over, with nobody of any real soccer clout given the 
opportunity to ask intelligent questions and get a real insight for the Australian public. 


Venables' attention now turns ta London, where a training camp for the Euroroos will 
allow him to assess the resources available to him in the northern hemisphere |t'was no 
great surprise to see an unusually large squad of thirty, given that at least five or six will pull 
out due to injury, club commitments etc. Okon, Slater, Popovic and Arnold will net be in 
London on the 24th of February, and it would not surprise to see a couple more fail to turn 
up For most of them however, wild horses wouldn't keep them away. After all, it's not 
everyday you get to train under one of the best coaches in the world 


The Optus World Soccer Series - Janua 
MATCHNIGHT 1-Jan18 Bob jane Stad.,Melbourne Att 10.496 
Australia 1 Matthew Bingley 24 
New Zealand 0 Referee: Eugene Brazzale 

The hosts played all over the opposition in the first half hour or so but once the Kiwis 
started venturing forward the Australians looked capable of conceding a couple. Surprise a 
selection Aytec Genc injured a hamstring and his tournament was over after only twelve 
minutes, and although Casserley did well Australia’s failure to turn its dominace into goals 
was due to a lack of creativity from the players behind the front line. 

For all their dominance in the first thirty Oz only had one on the board. Bingley ran on 
to a through ball from Trajanovski and NZ ‘keeper Jason Batty risked a red card after he 
misread the pace of the pass. Bingley easily rounded him and pushed it into the empty 
net. Batty had earlier pulled off a world-class save from Foster, as well as denying Zdrilic 
and Tnmboll. 

At the other end, Kalac was forced to make a couple of important saves and the Kiwis, 
despite avoiding a heavier defeat, may feel that having survived the first haif battering they 
could have pinched a draw, A more pragmatic view may be that the Euroroos will have far 
less trouble than the Ericsson Cup boys in six months time. 


MATCHNIGHT 2-Jan22 Suncrop Stadium, Brisbane Att 15,161 
Australia 2 Matthew Bingley 36, Alastair Edwards 72 
South Korea 1 Ha Seok-Ju 75 Referee: Simon Micallef 

The Australians deserved to win although Korea will feel hard done by due to Kim Sang- 
Hoon's send-off just after the interval. It deprived Venables a full assessment of Australia's 
defensive capabilities, but he will have been pleasantly surprised by the performances of 
Bingley, Trimboli and (okay, we admit) Craig Foster, who could be a revelation when he 
decides to pass the ball forward 

Australia’s first goal was the result of good work from Tobin and Trimboli before Bingley 
slotted home from close range, while substitute Edwards beat the offside trap to volley 
home unmarked from 10 metres. The gare should have been won at that point but a 
curling free-kick from Ha Seok-Ju made it a nail-biting finish. Everyone had seen where Ha 
Was going to put it, including Venables who, like us, didn't seem impressed with the role 
Kalac took in procedings. 


MATCHNIGHT 3- Jan 25 Sydney Football Stadium Att 17,424 
Australia 1 Robert Hooker 72 
Norway 0 Referee; Eddie Lennie 

The Oz made it three out of three courtesy of another goal from a designated full-back. 
It wasn't pretty, but Robbie Hooker is unlikely to score many more for his country and his 
delight at putting his side ahead with less than twenty minutes to play was obvious, 

The goal came afier substitute Ernie Tapai had gone past his man on the right flank and 
put over a perfectly weighted cross which cut out the 'keeper and just beaged to be 
smashed home. Hooker didn't quite acheive that, somehow pushing the ball inta the roof 
of the net with his thigh, but I'm sure he'll embellish the story enough to make it a wonder 
goal for the grandkids. Overall, Oz was the more creative side, although Norway hit the 
post just before half-time and occasionally looked threatening on the break. Most of the 
time however they were content to sit back and let the hosts dominate possession and 
dictate the pace of the game, While Australia had close to 60% of the play, the defence 
were the stars with Mark Babic suggesting he may have a long-term future in the team. 











News from the Capital ~ From Nick Guoth 


The 1997 season is nearly upon us here in Canberra. Unlike other states nearby, we 
start our competitions in March or later. In Canberra, we have ten divisions of mens 
football. There are three Premier Leaque divisions for first grade, reserves and youth and 
the same applies to Division 1, bul there is only one grade for Divisions 2, 3 and 4 plus a 
Masters division for those over 35. The women have five divisions as well. 

The Premier League is played on Sundays. There are ten teams in the competition, the 
same as last year, These teams are, Belconnen Utd, Canberra City, Canberra Deakin, 
Juventus, Monaro, Olympic, Queanbeyan City, Tuggeranong Utd, University of Canberra 
and Weston Creek. The first round of the season will occur the weekend after Easter. 

Owing to the fact that the lower divisions have differing numbers of teams, the starting 
date for these divisions are varied. The first will be Division 4 who commence proceedings 
on Saturday March 15 followed by the Masters, the very next day. 


At the beginning of March the IEA Federation Cup with $2,500 in prizemoney available 
commences, The finals will be held just prior to Easter and the winner of the Cup will be 
invited ta play in the NSWSF's Waratah Cup. Last year Weston Creek won the Federation 
Cup and then played Marconi in Canberra in the Waratah Cup. 


Early this month, the ACT has been involved in a couple of representative games 
against the visiting Consadole Sapporo team from Japan. Consadole won each of the two 
games against the ACT and the one game it played against the AlS. Meanwhile the ACT 
Soccer Federation are inviting people from everywhere to put in an entry to give the ACT 
Representative team a name and a logo to match tis image. The ACTSF is awarding $500 
for the best entry, 

Further, in an attempt to improve the image of soccer in the ACT and quality of play, the 
President of the ACTSF is going to Asia to visit some of our neighbours with the intention of 
generating ties with these soccer-proud nations. Through this, itis hoped that a number of 
matches will occur between the ACT and teams from these Asian nations. 


More than niné months ago, the ACT CEO Barry Neame departed and finally a 
successor has been named. It is Robert Bennett who comes to soccer after a wealth of 
administrative experience with the YMCA, For details on this and all that is going on in the 
ACT, one should visit the ACTSF web site, especially as it has now moved to a new and 
better site, The URL for this stte is: http:/Mwww.actsf.org.au/ and everything you want to 
know about soccer in the ACT Is included here, including a vast amount of history. 


Meanwhile, our National League team, the Canberra Cosmos have not been involved in 
much success as of late. In fact during the last month we have seen the resignations of 
two CEOs. First Alan Reis and then his temporary replacement Ramon Montero both 
resigned. Mick Lyons was able to make it through another meeting with the board, after all 
of his players met the board first at 7:00 in the morning. 

On the movement side of the game, Marko Perinovic has made tracks to Singapore in 
the Malaysian League and John Markovski has joined the team with his first game hopefully 
to be the home match against Perth We hope there won't be too much of the "who's 
stolen the pies" coming from the crowd at that game. There are a number of good youth 
players in the team, and the big problem will be to keep them with the Casmos. 
Fortunately, management have realised this and have already signed up the likes of 
Milosevic and Grella for next season. 

Michael Garcia, another of the team’s Young Socceroo representative players will make 
a sojourn to Everton in England for a trial. Already Grella has been and come back and 
hopefully the time there will help the players themselves. 


Get the Book out! 


Red card to Alex Kuzmanovic for the disgraceful ‘elbowing incident’ at Bob Jane Stadium 
during the match against Adelaide City. As the numerous replays showed, Big Al made 
contact with Dino Mennillo while Alex Tobin waited to take a penalty awarded after referee 
Gerry Connally had consulted his handlebar moustached assistant, Perry Mur. The penalty 
itself was one of those 50/50 decisions that even themselves out over the course of a 
season. Perhaps the South fans have forgotten the geal Warren Spink scored against the 
Knights earlier this season, But we digress. 

The contact was severe enough for Gerry to send Dino off the park for some facial 
repairs, but Alex was absolutely incensed that the man with the 'Merv mo’ had the audacity 
to report what he had seen to the central official. Had Kuzmanovic just accepted the fact 
he had been 'sprung' and walked off the field - instead of throwing the worst childish 
tantrum we've seen in months - the fans (7!) in the main stand may not have showered 
the linesman with dozens of bottles. Not content with inciting the animal element in the 
crowd ta fever pitch, Kuz’ wanted to take his complaints further after the match, and 
decided to ‘approach’ the officials in their change room. 

Then the real tragedy. Misquided South fans, obviously convinced that Adelaide City 
players were the real villains in the drama, proceded to pelt the Zebras’ team bus with rocks 
and other missiles as it left the ground, resulting in broken windows and Ad City midfielder 
Angelo Costanzo needing an operation to remove glass fragments from his eye. 

Soccer Australia, quite rightly, ordered an immediate investigation, It is to be hoped 
that South Melboume receive an appropriate penalty. !f is also hoped that South make a 
genuine effort to hunt down the criminals. 


Red card to Marconi for the following piece of drivel in their Round 2 match programme. 

"Since returning from China, the Stallions have stampeded to a Johnnie Walker Cup 
tite. Our favourite brand of ‘Scottish Juice’ neglected our coach Manfred Schaefer last 
season in the Coach of the Month Awards so we've gone out and won their National Cup 
sponsored competilion. With one tile already under our belts, the Ericsson Cup 
beckons." 

Now hang on a minute! The SU crew attended this years JWC final and are pretty sure 
Collingberg were presented with the trophy. Maybe we can find some photographic 
evidence for the fools at Bossley Park. If not, there are plenty of newspaper cuttings... 


Yellow card to ‘The Australian’ newspaper. We expect national coverage of the A-League 
from what is, after all, a national newspaper Unfortunately, only Sydney matches and 
events get any prominence. The rest of the country is compressed inio a paragraph or two. 
Not good enough. 


And here comes the fourth official (Geoff Coy) with a few extra cardsi 


Yellow card to the SCG & SFS Trust for having only one food and drink bar open in the 
Eastern Stand during the Oz v Norway game. Obviously they weren't expecting 1/000 
people. Lucky it was raining. You can imagine the queves.__. 


Yellow card to the caterers (name starts with a Z) in the Steve Mortimer Bar at Belmore 
Sports Ground for UTS v Perth. Only two serving —more queues... 


Yellow card to the two young boys (also at Belmore) who tried to hand a Greek flag from 
the awning behind the southern goal. 


Yellow card to those responsible for not having the match programme (UTS v Perth) 
ready. Apparently it was running late. No, we didn't bother going back to see if it had 
turned up. 








Pritchett goes, Napier on Top 


from our New Zealand correspondent Derek Walker 


As they say, the only predictable thing 
about being a coach is that inevitably you 
will get ihe sack. Former All While boss 
Keith Pritchett is one such coach who 
right now probably wishes that this 


_ Particular phrase had never been coined, 


having finally relinquished control of the 
New Zealand national side on Feb 14 
after a couple of weeks of intense 
speculation. Coaches at international 
level live and die by their results and 
Pritchett's record of two wins in eleven 
games is obviously not considered good 
enough by the powers that be at Soccer 
New Zealand. 

Admittedly the record does not look 
that good on paper but upon closer 
analysis this record was not as bad as It 
would first appear. Of the eleven games 
he had in charge, all but one were away 
from home Given that all these games 
were either as part of tournaments 
involving teams of a far greater ranking in 
world football (if you are to believe FIFA’s 
ubiquitous system) or as @ part of hectic 
crammed tours to all parts of the world, 
then it is apparent that Pritchett was not 
one to shirk a difficult challenge in favour 
of perhaps easier games that would have 
made his win-craw-loss record easier on 
the eye 

Also in Pritchett's defence ts the 
omnipresent ‘lack of finance’ problem that 
continues to plague soccer in New 
Zealand, While every other team in the 
OWSS had the benefit of faking a 22 man 
squad with them, financial considerations 
meant that the All Whites took a squad of 
only 18. In the final game against South 
Korea, Priichett's options were severely 
limited by the loss of players through 
injury and suspension. Indeed on the 
bench of one particular game we had 
three defenders and a goalkeeper, not 
exactly the best option when you find 
yourself in a ‘chasing the game’ situation 

If the tone of this article so far 
suggests that it was circumstance rather 
than poor application that cost Pritchett 
his status as an international coach then 
perhaps it is time to explore things from 
another angle. KP was always coming 


under fire for his curious squed and team 
selections and it is widely acknowledged 
that there are a aood few of the current All 
Whites squad whe are, bluntly, not up to 
international standard. VWhai makes this 
situation even harder to accept is the fact 
that there are clearly players passed over 
by the coach who could have done a far 
mere capable job. 

Now every armchair critic could pick & 
better side than the coach of their team, 
that is an acknowledged fact, But when 
the other top coaches in this couniry are 
all of the same opinion regarding the 
majority of selected and non-selected 
players then the pattern that develops is a 
difficult one to ignore. | think ifone 
decision made by Keith during his brief 
tenure sealed his fate then it was his team 
selection for the game against Norway. 
After the tournament opener against 
Australia | think it is fair to say New 
Zealand impressed a lot of people who 
were expecting an Australian whitewash. 
To then go and change the tear as 
drastically as he did for the next game 
defied logic. And the painng of two 
centre-backs in central midfield was a 
decision made by a man who seemed a 
bit out of touch with the need to create 
openings at international level. 
Admittedly a couple of changes for this 
game were forced upon the coach 
through injuries but the selection of 
individual players to fill the relevant gaps 
was pretty unfathomable, 

So, Keith Pritcnett has gone, and who 
will fill the vacancy? Names mentioned 
include Wynton Rufer and Joe McGrath, 
the current technical director of Soccer 
New Zealand, While a role for Rufer 's 
certainly not out of the question | would 
expect the senior position to go to 
McGrath. The diminutive Irishman was 
one of Jack Charlton's most integral 
members of the Eire coaching staff while 
he was in charge and it is quite obvious 
that McGrath Is a fair way ahead of any of 
the coaches currently plying their trade 
here. 

Joe McGrath as national coach, with 
WR as technical directer; that's where the 
sman money is going. 


On the domestic front, long time second inthe table, With four points for a 


leaders Miramar Rangers have seen their win this sort of charge up the table is not 
position at the top of the table taken by uncommon in NZ 

one of New Zealand's in-form clubs Credit is due to Nelson's player-coach 
Napier City Rovers. Colin Tuaa, whose combination of youtn 
With the loss of two or three key players and experience on a tight budget has 
through injury (Simon Elliott & Mike impressed most fans this season. The 
McGarry) Miramar will no doubt return to top four play-offs which are but a few 
their winning ways once their first choice weeks away are not out of reach for most 
team is back on the pitch, but by then clubs. With only Mount Manganui out of 
NCR's lead may be a big one. contention at the foot of the table. 


Elsewhere, Nelson Suburbs have set 
some sort of record by winning seven 
straight, until a 1-2 loss at home to United, but don't rule out Waitakere City. 
defending champions Waitakere City It promises to be an exciting month 
brought them back to earth. This run has ahead. 

seen Nelson move from bottom spot to 


Favourites for the top four look te be 
Napier, Miramar, Nelson and Central 

































Grounds for Confusion ? 
Any neutral soccer fan who has a passing interest In the Ericssen Cup could be 
excused for driving around in circles when wishing to venture out lo an A-League ground. 
The Australian Grand Prix corporation map lists Bob Jane Stadium as "Hellas Stadium" as 
does the UBD street directory. Strange really as the ground has never been referred to as 
"Hellas Stadium" not even by the Lakers. (Melb. Grand Prix company were most displeased 
when the Lakers announced the naming rights, Why ? Because the GP company didn't 
receive a cent...) SBS still refuse to call it by its official name of Bob Jane Stadium, they 
refer to it as Lakeside. As for the Knights, well if you have a UBD street directory don't even 
bother looking for Knights Park, you won't even find the ‘Croatian Sports Centre’ infact you 
will find nothing, just plain vacant land 
Trivial ? Well maybe, but these things just wouldn't happen in any other professional 
sporting organisation. The sad part is it probably wouldn't raise an eyebrow amongst club 
officials, 






Simon says... 
interesting listening on a Melbourne Greek radio station to hear the President of UTS 


Olympic, Simon Konstantinidis, launching 2 verbal attack on David Hill. Simon didn’t hold 
back and was most critical of David Hill's character implying that the man had an inherent 
attitude problem and highlighted his altercations with various people, particularly Gary 
Punch the UTS Olympic chairman. He stated that David Hill had the ‘problem’ net Gary 
Punch. When questioned on Olympic’s future in the Encsson Cup, Konstantiniais nad the 
audacity to state "No David Hill or Soccer Australia will determine the fate of Olympic, as 
long as we keep paying the bilis we are here to slay" Of course who could argue, 
Olympic are surely the league's role model for consistency (be it coaches or administration) 
and their financial management is second to none, Umm, yeah... The interviewer quite 
rightly cut him short at the end stating that whiist David Hill was not there to defend himself 
it would be a good place to finish it 

Konstantinidis also claimed that players were not giving 100% and that every effort was 
made to give the team everything they wanted. He also said that their inability to train at 
Belmore was "not an issue". David Ratcliffe certainly thought otherwise when appearing 

on "On the Ball" saying that they had to train on a ground with a cricket pitch, no line 
markings and no goals! He likened it to giving a jockey a rocking horse to ride in the 
leadup to a race. Ah well, we all know what happened to Mr Ratcliffe! 


—_ = ee 








Kylie Tomislav's Inside Sydney 


WE DON'T NEED MEDIA COVERAGE, APPARENTLY. 

Did Soccer Australia and Terry Venables really turn down interviews with 
international TV networks BBC & ESPN, as well as Channel Nine's 60 Minutes and at 
least one major national sporting magazine who promised a big colour splash? 

it's not like soccer needs the coverage or anything. It's not like Soccer Australia 
promoted Venables as the "most exciting player in Australian soccer", or anything. 

It's not like the two rival rugby league organisations are falling over themseives to get 
onside with the media and take up valuable airtime or space, or anything. 

It seems that to read any thought of Venables’ Austratian experience we need to ship 


» in The Sun from London for whom Venables is contracted to write a regular column. 


= 


OLYMPIC CITY TURMOIL 

What is going on at Olympic? Prior to David "!'ve never been sacked before" 
Ratcliffe's departure from Belmore, assistant coach and general manager Steve Darby 
slipped out the back door with barely a mention. Two lines in the Sydney Morning Herald 
alerted the local papers who were met with a veil of "no comment" from Olympic, Darby 
and anyone involved. Was he pushed. Did he quit? and what was the problem anyway? 

A working knowledge of Greek and a few questions in the right places (go figure) and 
Olympic's agenda becomes pretty clear. It was said by some that part of David Mitchell's 
requirements for signing with Olympic was a position as assistant coach. 

Problem: Darby's got that job. But Olympic decided that Darbmeister couldn't hold 
down two big roles and one had to be given up. Darby wasn't keen to relinquish 
anything, even after being offered the job of development officer to compensate. 

Nothing doing. Darby stuck to his guns, except those guns were out the door. A 2-0 
home loss to Perth was enough for Ratcliffe to join Darby down the CES and, bingo, big 
Dave's got a big job. With all the 'no comment flying around only those intimateiy 
involved know whether that's how it actually worked. Anyway, it's all Greek to me. 


SBS-THE GAME IS UP 

The folks at SBS need to seriously look at what they're doing - and we're not just 
talking about Les' and Johnny's banter. Besides the appalling quality of match coverage 
(bad camera angles, shocking lighting, cameraman missing vital action), OnThe Ball 
and Monday's weekend highlights needs a big stick taken to it. Too often interesting 
debate of issues and interviews with studio quests are cut short because time “is 
running out", Meanwhile we put up with re-runs of Friday and Saturday night games on 
both shows as well as the pointiess and excessive “action sequences" and “crowd shots” 
(all from Perth, mind) for four minutes at the beginning AND end of the shows. Maybe 
SBS should look at it's scheduling to create two different style of shows. It's no good any 
more being well-intentioned. We want something decent. And this is without mentioning 
the Andrew "Um,er,ah" Orsatti interview with El Television. Or Paul Williams’ comments 
about the Kiwis getting behind their team by singing their national anthem during the 
NZ/Oz clash. Oh, New Zealand's anthem is Advance Australia Fair? 


MARCONI + MASSARO + LAUDRUP = A SECRET 

Daniele Massaro was in Australia in January and February and as well as holidaying 
in Queensland turned out for Marconi in a friendly against Japan's Vissel Kobe (starring 
Michael Laudrup). Two international stars on the one western Sydney pitch? A great 
opportunity for Marconi to attract some potential fans not familiar with the local game? 
Maybe some high profile advertising would be a good idea? 1" 

Probably a bit too obvious. You would only have known about it if you were hooked 
up to the oz-soccer list or heard Les’ off-hand “Don't forget Massaro at Marconi on 
Wednesday..." comment on an Ericsson Cup show. Far better to keep it a secret. 


HEY, PERTH - STOP BEING SO BLOODY PERFECT ! 


Maybe we on the east should all move to Perth. Not only is the Glory attracing more 
spectators to league matches than attended the OWSS double-headers on the east but 
Perth looks likely to build the first PURPOSE-BUILT soccer stadium in Australia. . 

It's likely to be ideally situated in the CBD too, on the site of the old veggie market in 
Wellington Street, up from the Entertainment Centre and just a ten minute walk from 
Perth railway station. Just enough time to sink a couple of those five million cans of 
PERTH GLORY beer Emu Bitter have put out. OK, that's it. Which way is west, again? 


SYDNEY UTD - THE HOTTEST TICKET IN TOWN ??? 

So, according to a poil on commercial radio 2Day FM, Sydney United is the harbour 
city's most popular sporting team? Sure, they may be top of the ladder but ihe Pumas 
have a LOOOONG way to go before they even begin to stir up the sort of interest and 
passion that the Swans managed last year. Probably nearly everyone in Sydney can 
name their AFL team but most would struggle with the city's soccer teams. All those 
signs in Croatian must confuse the English speaking populace. 

Still, full marks to that Sydney United supporter who called 2Day 100 times... 


A VARIATION ON 'ROOBALL ? 

There was once an up-and-comming female journalist. A certain number of years 
ago she was dispatched to interview the then-national coach of Australia. * was a cne- 
on-one interview, which meant that not any other people were around. 

The interview commenced and the reporter was a bit bemused by some of the 
answers to her questions: “You are beautiful. You are gorgeous!" was one reply toa 
question about team selection. The coach didn't make much more sense answering a 
later question by taking the reporter's hand and placing it in his,snall we say,’firm' lap. 

The coach's attentions were not reciprocated and at the time the journalist didn't 
make a complaint, either to the Australian Soccer Federation (as it was then called) or 
her boss for a number of reasons that aren't that relevant right now. Sut that shouldn't 
make light of it. 

And the coach? Well, let's just say... (to be continued) 


STRIKERS STRIKE BACK! 
From Anthony Fensom 


The Brisbane Strikers ended a three match losing run with a comprehensive 4-0 
away victory over Wollongong Wolves on Feb 14. With only nine matches remaining 
in the regular season, the Strikers are within reach of leaders Sydney United, and are 
certain to qualify for the finals for a record second consecutive season. 


The Strikers began the New Year with an outstanding display against Sydney United, 
pleasing the record Suncorp Stadium crowd of some 13,127 patrons with a 3-6 victory. 
The previous best crowd for the Strikers was 8,720, also set against United, in the 95/96 
semi-final, Unfortunately the ground staff were caught unawares and had only the usual! 
two gates open, with the kick-off having to be delayed by up to half an nour 

The bumper crowd was a reflection of the Brisbane public's preference for quality 
football, with an additional few thousand United supporters drawn from the local Croatian 
F community, Sadly the Stnkers following home match against Adelaide City attracted a 
mere 4,169 spectators. The record crowd figure may not be challenged again in the 96/97 
season until perhaps the semi-finals. The Strikers could do worse than invite Perth Giory’s 
management team over for a lecture on customer participation and satisfaction. for an 
average gate of 5,000 is still semi-professional football. 


A quirk of the draw meant that the Strikers had to face United again, this time in 
Sydney, the weekend after the Suncorp success. United moved the match to the more 
accessible Parramatta Stadium and were rewarded with a crowd of 10.500 despite the high 
admission prices ($18 for a grandstand seat). Yet again the home fans were to leave the 
ground satisfied as Brisbane capitulated 4-0, the Strikers losing Alan Hunter after ten 
minutes through injury, and player/manager Farina after seventy-five minutes through 
dissent. The psychological effect of the matches on the players is hard to judge, but it is 
likely that both teams will prefer the benefit of home ground advantage in the finals. 


The Ericsson Cup then went into recess for the Optus World Soccer Series, a well- 
organised tournament involving the contrasting styles of Norway, New Zealand and South 
Korea. Yet again the Brisbane Strikers, despite their second placing on the champicnshio 
lable, were overlooked when the locally-based Socceroos were sejected. Frank Fanna 
nominated four players capable of representing their country from his team: captain Alan 
Hunter, defender Glen Gwynne, and midfielders Troy Cranney and Kasey Wehrman. 
Sean Cranney would also have been a possible candidate had injury not ruled him out of 
contention. However new national coach Terry Venables acceded to the advice of his 
assistant Raul Blanco in picking a squad dominated by Sydney United. A cynic might 
suggest that following the Joe Simunic affair, SocAus was keen to award players of 
Croatian background national caps before the Croatian federation stole them! 


Despite the lack of any Strikers players, another bumper crowd of some 15,161 fans 
visited Suncorp Stadium for the Wednesday night double-header. The opening match was 
a dour contest between Norway and New Zealand, Norway ending the New Zealander's 
trophy hopes with three goals in the second half. By contrast, Australia and South Korea 
played an attractive, free-flowing game, the Socceroos leading 2-0 after goals from Bingley 
and Edwards before a late free-kick from the Koreans gave the vocal Korean supporters 
cause for optimism The match may have been a tougher and more intriguing contest for 
the Socceroos had the referee not decided to dismiss a Korean player early in the second 
half for a minor infringement. 


During the evening a large cheer greeted the announcement that Frank Farina had 
rejected a generous offer to coach the Australian womens team. Despite being offered a 
reported $150,000 annually, Frank stated in his Sunday Mail column his rationale - _ 

a desire to remain in Brisbane with his young family, and his preference to remain active as 
a player in the mens game. Taking the position would also have involved travelling for 
around 3-4 months of the year in preparing for the Olympics {and hopefully the 1999 World 
Cup), 2 prospect having no appeal for the former international. 


Terry Venables finished his first campaign as Socceroc coach with a record of three 
matches, three wins, a prospect unthinkable under the ET regime. Sydney won the crowd 
contest with over 17,000 patrons for the Saturday night match against Norway, despite the 
wet conditions. Melbourne, with over 10,000 improved on its recent record, but only just, 
Brisbane's 15,000 for a mid-week game has again demonstrated the support for football in 
the Sunshine State, justifying its selection as a venue for the 2000 Olympics football 
tournament, 

The Strikers used the break in the season to rest several players suffering injuries, in 
addition to playing a friendly match against ancther football team sponsored by Hyundai, 
the Hyundai Dinos. According to some Korean acquaintances the Dinos are not exactly the 
Manchester United of the K-League, with the Stnkers strugaiina to gain a 1-0 victory. 

A bare crowd of perhaps a thousand witnessed a dismal contest, with edult patrons being 
charged $8 for admission compared to the Ericsson Cup price of 312. 


The first match after the break for the Strikers was a home game against perennial late 
finishers, Adelaide Cily. A disappointing crowd was matched by a game in which the 
Strikers failed to compete, several defensive errors being punished by City with City winning 
3-1. Brisbane's home ground advantage, previously surmounted by Perth (5-1) had been 
encroached yet again. The Strikers sorely missed captain Alan Hunter's leadership in 
defence, with Farina serving @ one-match suspension, 

A subsequent 3-1 loss to the Topper Breakers in Newcastle put the Strikers once 
secure second place under pressure from the chasing pack, the Strikers defence 
conceding ten goals in three games with the absence of Hunter and also goalkeeper Clint 
Bolton. According to Farina, the run was merely “a loss of concentration’, 

The concentration loss fortunately ended at Wollongong where the Strikers managed to 
secure the release of midfielder Kasey Wehrman from national duties. The acrobatic 
Wehrman displayed his pedigree with four ‘assists’ in four goals scored past a 
disappointing Wollongong defence. 

The victory has given the Strikers a much needed confidence boost in the run-up to the 
finals, with matches against South Melbourne, Marconi and West Adelaide (home), Perth 
and the Melbourne Knights (away) likely to pose the most difficult challenge of the 
remaining nine games. The Sirkers though are likely to surge into the finals aiter their final 
three matches agains! Canberra, Collingwood (Heidelberg) and the Falcons. 


The Strikers have also improved their squad with the signing of former utility Craig 
Williams, The club is also negotiating with unsettled Olympic firebrand Nick Meredith and 
New Zealand defender Chris Zorocich. Sean Cranney and Alan Hunter are likely to return 
to the first team in @ few weeks time, with Clint Bolton having made a successful return 
against the Wolves, 

With two-thirds of the season completed, the Brisbane Strikers are prepanna a major 
challenge for the Ericsson Cup championship. Debut coach Frank Farina has succeeded 
in melding together a disparate squad of young acheivers and experienced veterans, ina 
manner which suggests that favourites Sydney United will face a stern challenge for the 
title. For Brisbane, it will mean the end of an era with the likely departure of the old guard - 
Hunter, Wright, Phillips and Brown. Fortunately tneir repiacemenis nave looked more than 
capable of leading the Strikers to future success. 








Lakeside gameS tyne xanecsiae spy 


South Melbourne have made an artform out of scheduling and re-scheduling the clubs: 
Annual General Meeting. The Lakers cunningly manouvered and a grand total of about 60 
members turned up at the clubs recent AGM. Souths usually get - at the ven; least - 
between 400-500 members attending their meetings. South Meibourne iike to say thal 
they have the best supporters in the land, but some can also be the worst Abuse hurled 
by some ‘fans’ at players, Angie Postecoglou and officials was a pathetic cisplay of so- 
called fanaticism, after a short dismal start to the season. There were a iarge number of 
dissatisfied fans and the South board knew it. Unfortunately the board and management 
haven't got the intestinal fortitude to stand up to members and stamp their authonily. 

A recent petition by just 250 people (of whom a large majority were not members) sent 
the board and directors running to the lavatory. The petition primanty was concermed with 
the name of the Lakers social club - “Champions Sports Bar", it was deemed unacceptable 
by some of the older traditional recalcitrant members. It is an unfortunate situation becatise 
the board - to their credit - have tried to implement new innovations, but the persistance of 
the ‘old quard' continues to be the stumbling block. A large majority are quite simply out of 
touch with Australian soccer. South AGM's are always very very interesting, the sometimes 
volatile mix of people ensures for some real entertainment. So, needless to say the club 
were keen to avoid confrontation especially during the rough patch, Hence the following 
‘guidelines’, (Although amusing, the sad fact is that these sequence of events actually 
occurred leading up to the Lakers AGM held on Sunday 19in January 1997, iNO JOKE.) 


MEMO: TO ALL ERICSSON CUP CLUBS 
SUBJECT: The art of scheduling an AGM. 


STEP 1: Advertise in your club newsletier a notice to all members of an upcoming AGM 
complete with date and time 


STEP 2: Wait for members to arrive on the date and time stated, and then promptly turn 
them away with the excuse of "Oh thal was a misprint, we will notify you by mail" 

No apology is required. After all, they should know that the constitution states thet official 
notification must be sent by mail 


STEP 3: Tell curious inquirers that the AGM will be held "in 2 couple of weeks time". 
Keep delaying until the season starts. (You will find that most fans will get distracted). 


STEP 4. if the team is performing poorly, sections of the crowd booing, then wait for a 
coupie of weeks until the tearn strings together a few victones. 


STEP 5: Is the team well positioned on the tadder? 
YES - this is the time to pounce. Go to Step 6. 
NO - Go back to Step 4, 


STEP 6, Schedule the AGM so that it falls on the day after a major international tournament 
to be held at your stadium. (Most fans attending will not be too keen to front up again at the 
same venue after a late night...) By the way check the weather reports...stinking hot days 
are a deterrent. 


STEP 7: OK, so (hat day arrives, 3(!) months after Step 1 is undertaken. It is approaching 
40 degree heat - now you have hit the jackpot. GO members maximum arrive, whilst 
usually AGM's attract at least 400-500. If you are a club with an ethnic background then 
lapse into that language to further confuse members who don't understand the lingo 
Conclude meeting. Smiles all round, Crisis‘? What Crisis? 


Natives restless up country - by Tony Moran 


Since the restructured XXX Premier League details were released by the Queensiand 
Soccer Federation back in October last year, there have been many mumblings and 
grumblings of discontent from various people associated with the game of football up here 
in the Sunshine State. First of all there was an angry Peter Williamson at the Gold Coast 
City club, who was furious that their application had been turned down, when they had 
secured sponsorship from a number of sources on the Coast. Then on the eve of the AGM 
in November a sub-committee of country affiliates sat down with President Wally Dann, and 
demanded that the Brisbane power base be dismantied in favour of a more statewide body 
that represented Queensland football as a whole, and not just the state capital. The natives 
were restless, and the boiling pot was being prepared for the QSF committee. 

As the summer holiday arrived, tempers were replaced by temperatures, and Dann, new 
Vice-President Gordon Arrowsmith and the rest of the QSF committee were allowed some 
respite from their hostile cousins ‘up country’. It was time for ali concerned to take stock of 
the situation and plan their next moves. For the QSF it was a case of planning a new 
format for the hierarchy, whilst the clubs and affiliates waited like watchdogs for them to 
make a wrong move. If anything, the QSF have done exactly what they have been trying to 
avoid - getting clubs and affiliates to start communicating with each other. The days of 
‘divide and conquer are now behind them, and the writing is on the wall for the oid 
establishment, unless they change their attitudes. 


As the new season approaches, the eight members of the Premier League have formed 15 
their own committee to decide how to spend some of the promotional fund that they have | 
set up in conjunction with the QSF, and all indications are that the tail is now wagging the 
dog. As well as the affiliates not having much confidence in their state body, the Brisbane 
clubs are also rattling their sabres. Whilst two or three are happy (nay, relieved) to be in 
the Premier Leaque, one or two are disgusted at the choice of clubs, and would welcome 
more country teams. 

The Bundaberg Waves are the only non-Brisbane club to “fully satisfy” the strict QSF 
criteria (apparently), but having visited all eight clubs | fail to understand how some have 
survived, whilst clubs like the Gold Coast didn’t get a look in. It seems that some clubs 
have been given preferential treatment because of geographical location, when in reality 
their facilities are not up to scratch, However they have been given a certain amount of time 
in which to bring them up to the specified levels, and we shall have to wait and see what 
happens there. For the record the eight teams are. Beenleigh, Brisbane City, Brisbane 
Lions, Bundabera Waves, Coalstars, Rochedale Rovers, Taringa Rovers and Wynnum 
District. The season kicks off on the 7th March, with 21 rounds planned, with each team 
playing the others 3 times. 





New QSF Vice-President Gordon Arrowsmith has hinted at the resurrection of a State 
Leaque in the near future, This is met with mixed reactions Gepending on who you speak lo 
here in Queensland. The country affiliates are all behind it, whilst the city clubs are not so 
sure. The sticking point is (as always) money. The vast amount of travel that will be 
involved means that without a major sponsor the competition is not financially viable. 
Attempts to get Ansett or Qantas involved have stalled on the unavailability of statistics 
about the game here in Queensland. Would you sponsor a venture that cannot tell you 
what exposure you will get in the market place 7? 

So these are busy times for all involved with football in Queensland. The times they are 
a-definately-changing, and all, except one or two, can see a bright future over the honzon. 
For the average football fan, the Bundaberg Waves success will gauge how the game will 
go aver the next few seasons. They open their campaign away to Taringa Rovers on 
Sunday 9th March, and I'll bet that it draws one of the bigaest crowds of the season. 





Programmes in Review 


If we were to judge Ericsson Club Programmes 
based on the enthusiasm of the clubs themselves, 
then it might easily become a six horse race. | 
wonder at times if some clubs PR machines have 
lost the oil can and have ground to a very rusty 
halt! Fortunately, we (and the clubs) have some 
very keen supporters who send in programmes to 
ensure that their club is featured. For the other six 
clubs, my thanks for your tremendous support in 
sending in your home issues. Keep up the good 
work, 


One (nameless) reader sent in their nomination for 
Programme of the Year asking me to “marvel at 
the snappy design; exclaim at the snazzy pictures; 
rally at the amazing graphics; SHOUT at the 
hand-drawn ads” and finally to “dance at the 
reproduction quality". I'll review this one in a 
future SU. The accompanying letter was almost 
the highlight of receiving this particular - at 
present nameless - issue. 


Arrangements (at the time of preparing this 
review) will soon be underway to present Marconi 
with the Studs Up “Programme of the Year" award 
for last season. SU is hoping to bring you a report 
of this Gala Event. 


One thing that | do notice is that some clubs do a 
complete turn in their programme design after a 
few games. Canberra Cosmos is one such club. If 
there are any Cosmos fans out there who can 
send me a new design issue (and also a copy from 
earlier in the season) it would be appreciated. 


lam disappointed with the fall in standards in the 
Brisbane Strikers issue. The editor recently 
changed and the new man at the keyboard has 
failed to make some simple changes from issue to 
issue, (Others have done the same with Marconi 
having Mark Rudan playing for the Strikers 
amongst other things). Perhaps the worst thing, 
(though this is not the editors fault) was that the 
Sydney United issue was printed before Christmas 
because the printers closed down for a holiday. 
Thus there were some glaring omissions in the 
areas of up to date photos and stats. Others did 
not seem to let Christmas get in the way of an up 
to date issue. 


Continue to send the programmes in, if yours 
hasn't appeared yet - they will eventually. Send 
your contributions to: 


EWEN ANDERSON 
PO BOX 5155, ALEXANDRA HILLS, QLD 4161 









Melbourne Knights v Newcastle Breakers 
Friday 29th November, 1996 
Knights Park, Melbourne 
16 pages (6.25 pp ads) - Size 176mm x 250mm 


After some weak issues in previous years, the 1996/7 
season shows that the Knights have made a big effort 
to improve their programme. It may still lack what 
some of the others have but an early look says that 
the “Melboume Knights Joumal” may be the improver 
of the year. 


The cover has a snappy design of a Knight with full 
armour suit and drawn sword ready to do battle. The 
main colours are red, white and blue with a light brown 
background. Match details are clearly shown. 


Cover - Details as above, 2 - Knights Honour Board + 
ad, 3 - Daring Greatly to Become a Legend, The 
Challenge for the Knights to win their third 
championship. 4 - Supporters comer + ad. 5 - Ad. 6 - 
Club News + ad. 7 - Last game report + ad. 8 - Team 
Line-ups + ad. 9 - About Our Visitors + League Ladder 
+ ads, 10 - Youth & Colts Team News + Photo of Colts 
Squad. 11 - Last, This and Next Weeks matches + 
preview of the Marconi clash in round 9, 12 - Knight in 
Profile - Andrew Marth (whose favourite player is 
Vinny Jones! + ad. 13 - Ads. 14 - 1996/7 Fixtures & 
Results + ad. 15/16 - Ads. 


An effort to make the programme a more interesting 
read for spectators. Variety in articles and quite well 
laid out. Looks good without being over the top. Nice 
improvement of previous years. 
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Newcastle Breakers v Gippsland Falcons 
Friday 6th December 1996 
Breakers Stadium, Newcastle 
20 pages (11 pp ads) - Size 212mm x 297mm 


When the envelope containing this offering dropped 
through the letter box onto the door mat, | was quite 
laken aback. | didn't recollect having ordered a holiday 
brochure! It took me a few seconds to gather my wits 
and realise that the Breakers had put together 
something different for this year. Certainly an 
improvement on last year. No match details on the 
cover which makes each issue look like the next (or 
last) one. One thing thal immediately strikes you is 
that this is not a “Match Day Program”. It's the “Match 
Night Program” which reflects all the home KO times. 


Cover - Bright and attractive. Would you like to go to 
the Gold Coast? 2 - Ad. 3 - Match KO times (including 
youth game) + League fixtures & results + this & next 
weeks fixtures.4 - Ad. 5 - Breakers News. 6 - Bus 
specials to home games + ad. 7 - The ‘B' File (profile) 
on Harry James. Some readable answers. 8 - Frank's 
Falcons - a run down on the team from Gippsland, 9 - 
In off the Post (Bizarre stories etc.). Interesting read, 
10 - Youth News with report, profile, squad & table + 
ad, 11 - First team squads (with colours) + ad, 12 - 
League table + cartoon, 13 - Ad. 14 - Competition + 
ad, 15/16/17/18/19/20 - Ads. 


Quite a good issue & better than last year. Shame 
about the rush of ads towards the end. The soft drink 
ad actually had the new SA logo instead of the old 
ASF logo. This one needs the match details on the 
front cover to ensure that it is up there with the best, 





Newcastle Breakers v Gippsland Falcons 





Wollongong City Wolves v Newcastle Breakers 


WOLLONGONG 2 CITY WOLVES 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


Round 4 Ericsson Cup 
Sunday, ird Kovember 1996 
600 pm 
Brandon Park 





Wollongong City Wolves v Newcastle Breakers 
Sunday 3rd November, 1996 
Brandon Park, Wollongong 
B pages (2.3 pp ads) - Size 146mm x 209mm 


A Hat Trick for the Breakers in this issue. Not 
deliberate - just the roll of the dice. This programme 
though does not live up to the improved standards on 
the field from the home team. Last season the Wolves 
in my opinion produced a very poor programme full of 
ads. The number of pages have been reduced 
substantially this time round and the quantity (and 
quality) of reading has improved marginally. Not really 
much more to say though. 


Cover - A Black and White effort except for the lucky 
number which is in red, All match details clearly shown 
on the cover along with club and match sponsors. ? - 
1996 Sponsors, (Presumably 1997 as well), + ad. 3 - 
Murphy's Law, The progress so far of the Wolves on 
the pitch + the day's program (which is very full with 
lots of entertainment). 4 - The two squads (and their 
colours). 5- The youth team squad (but na mention of 
their opponents). 6 - The Season's fodures (bul no 
results to date) + League Table. 7 - Coach's Report + 
Player Profile (Sonny Sevin). 8 - Ad. 


And that's your lol. The programme is called “The 
Wolves Howl” which is a catchy litle, but more than 
that | can only say | look forward to seeing more 
Wolves issues to check on their programme progress 


NSW season off to an early start in Ist Division 
by Green Rover 


The new season is off and running on 
February 9th, even earlier than last year's 
summer start, for the NSW First Division 
clubs faced this year with a busy 30 game 
programme. 

With several clubs dropping down from 
Super League, thus enabling the 
showcase divisicn to slim cawn to twelve 
teams, the First Division has been 
expanded to 16, two up on the previous 
year New friends include 2nd Division 
promoted club Greystanes and former 
Super League premiers Warringah 
Dolphins and Rockdale Suns along with 
past 7st Division champion club Illawarra 
Lions, The 1st Division has lost some 
familiar old faces, namely Dulwich Hill and 
Mount Druitt. 

No place could be found in Super 
League for the ambitious current premiers 
and champions Sydney Cosmos, who must 
be disappointed alter dominating the 


» division and spending so much in wages to 


Fa! 88 attract quality players last term. They have 
, affiliated with the Eastern Suburbs 


Association and will be piaying under their 
banner from now on, no doubt under a 
more frugal regime, 

Some clubs must wait a while for a 
home game due to the early kick-off and 
will be slow starters as they have to be 
virtual nomads until their own grounds 
shared with cricket become available. 
Later on of course they can come home 
with a surge, courtesy of a series of local 
games, but there won't be any money 
coming in for a while yet. 


Greystanes have won promotion after 
back-to-back premierships in 2nd and 3rd 
Divisions. This local community-based 
club, which is totally amateur, is confidently 
looking forward to a productive stint in 
exalted company and all shoulders are to 
the wheel to bring the old warhorse ground 
al Garside Park up to scraich by the mid- 
point of the season, They have secured the 
former Granville stadium on a favourable 
lease but must attend to various ground 
improvements before if is suitable 


Their own village-green-style ground, 
open on all four sides and surrounded by 
houses, was charming in its way, but could 
produce no revenue for them and it will be 
interesting to see how many hundred or so 
regulars turn up now that they have to 
travel and have to pass through turnstiles 
into the bargain. They will be using Meli 
Stadium for the entire first round on the 
season Studs Up would like to wish them. 
their successful coach Paul Sparkes and 
his team the best of luck for the new 
campaign. 


Aubum will be looking fo a new mystery 
coach to steer thern towards former glories, 
The well supported Turkish-based club has 
trained well after a later start than most and 
will be welcoming back skipper Gus Taskin 
alang with @ sprinkling of requiars such as 
Ante Krezo, Mustafa Kadayifci and Russel 
Cacchia. All their early games will be 


Belmore have appointed last year's 
leading light on the field, Marshall Soper, 
as its new coach, the first such position for 
the colourful former Socceroo, Soper is 
likely to continue to play in a deep lying role 
for the ambitious Greek-based club whose 
Blick Oval ground is unavailable for the first 
couple of months due to cricket 
commitments. They will be nomads for the 
fist few weeks, as well. 

There has been talk of moving the 
summer sport off the Ashbury complex 
which overlooks Canterbury Racecourse 
and which has been the base for the 
adjacent Canterbury High School, alma 
mater of Prime Minister John Howard. So 
far the deal has not resulted in any 
departure of cricketers from the hallowed 
turf, nor has the promise of squaring off the 
pitch to allow for closer spectator viewing 
been realised. We all live in hope. The 
club began its pre-season trials earlier than 
most in the fiery summer heat and are 
really anxious to go places this time 
around. 


southern Minotaurs have re-invented 
themselves as Hurstville City Minotaurs and 
seem to have a bit of money to splash 
about this year. They have taken three 
players from Sydney Cosmos, Lous 
Dounis, George Kalogeras and Peter 
Papoythis who will certainly give them a 
higher profile. Cosmos, now defunct and 
apparently bidding for an Ericsson Cup 
spot after failing to win promotion to Super 
League last year, have handed over to 
Eastern Suburbs who must have dug deep 
to continue playing at Wentworth Park, with 
iis space age grandstand and high rental 
fees, It seems that Gerry Gomez and 
Grant Lee will be staying put so perhaps 
this side, still under Joe Watson, will be 
competitive after all, 


lllawarra Lions are to be coached by 
Ljube Jancev who took Super League 
Bankstown to the title three years ago The 
Lions are developing a huge soccer 
complex at Berkeley not far from the old 
Berkeley Sports Club ground they used 
back in the 80's. 


Warringah Dolphins will be in the 
capable hands of former Socceroo Agenor 
Muniz, late of Adelaide City and Sydney 
City, a man who took over from John 
Acsmina at the start of last season and 
found half his players gone as well, but he 
did @ great job to have his side leading 
Super League for many weeks in the 'twin 
season’ failed experiment, which has 
thankfully now been abandoned. 
Eventually the club snared 33 points from 
its 26 games, but did finish ahead of old 
nvals Blacktown City. It was ground 
difficulties, rather than performance which 
saw them take a dive last year. Very few of 
last year's Warringah players are returning, 
but Ross Etherington ts an exception, 
though he still looks a bit burly. 


Stanmore Hawks will have a former 
Alexandna Warnors chief John Sentas at 
the helm and with good players moving up 
with him as well as some good ones 
staying put, we should see a revival in the 
fortunes of the Arlington Oval based side. 
With Eddie Briscoe staying at Stanmore 
the Hawks are likely to be good value this 
year, if they can overcome the Arlington 


Oval hoodoo, which has seen lots of teams 
struggling for any home advantage when 
playing there in the past 


Rockdale Suns, Slanmore Haws, Hills 
United, Bathurst and Greystanes are likely 
(oO be 4 threat for a long while, but we will 
wait and see how West Wanderers and 
Mount Pritchard perform. The Mounties 
have Vic Dalgeish in charge again, after 
flirting with the idea of bringing in Dez 
Marton and thinking better of it, while Viado 
Mickovski will be the Wanderers man once 
more. 


West Wanderers will be playing at the 
Rangers Stadium in St Johns Park, literally 
just around the corner from the Nineveh 
Field, home of feflow 1st Division club the 
Faimeld Bulls. The stadium is the home of 
Hajduk Rangers whose licenced club is 
right next door. Some may think the move 
is a strange one, The pitch has perhaps a 
better surface and is well maintained and 
there is an all seater grandstand, but if is 
the third ground in the Fairfield area, Mount 
Pritchard's Cook Park being within walking 
distance as well. The pitch also has a 
reputation for being smaller than most and 


unlike Chopin Park where supporters could WF 


park their cars inside the ground and take 
refuge when it rained to watch the game in 
comfort, the new home has no cover and 
parking is around the back. Wests have 
been nomads for years and everybody 
thought they had put down roots at Chopin 
Park, formerly Polonia's ground and now 
the base of Kosciusko, a tearn sponsored 
by the Polish club which is situated on the 
same land. Once a wanderer, always a 
wanderer, it would seem 


Fairfield Bulls, go-ahead club of the 
west, are tc be in charge of up and coming 
coach Tony Dunn this year alter Keiiy 
Cross accepted a regional NSW Federation 
appointment at the tail end of last year. 
Dunn steered SyGney Cosmes Under 21s 
to a championship in 1995 and last year 
did weil with 2nd Division Concord Juniors 
until dumped when the club was in second 
position, due to internal wrangles. There is 
no shortage of good players willing to piay 
at Fairfield where good money is always 
available to attract the best players 




















Neighbours Mount Pritchard, assured of So what can we expect this year in First 
their own future this year, did not win many Division? Auburn may struggle, as could 
friends when declining to support moves by Southern Minotaurs, Eastern Suburbs | Apologies for not giving you an Update jast month but in the end space was unavailable. 
other clubs to fight the demotion of up to (formerly Sydney Cosmos), Illawarra Lions Round twelve saw further congestion at the top of the leaderboard although with the editor 
five of their fellow members frorn the and Penrith Panthers, who are rumoured to Unable to actually win the prizes on offer, second place may be enough to have a very large 
division, when just 12 tearns were first be losing players, Ryde City and Belmore envelope mailed to your door. The envelope will contain a variety of items, and details an 
named, back in October. Since then should be the pace setters, with Fairfield these will be leaked in future issues. 
Auburn United, Stanmore, Southern Bulls and Warringah Dolphins right up There are still approximately twelve rounds remaining in the competition (some carrying 
Minotaurs and West Wanderers have there too. double points) so there is plenty of time to join in and chase the frontrunners. 
earned a reprieve and the flow-on effect And what can clubs expect when ithe Round 13 is a little different in that it incorporates rounds 14 & 15 as well, as we head off to 
has seen some 2nd Division clubs being let gruelling campaign is over at last ? At the Europe for the longest round(s) of the competition. 
off the hook as well end of the season it will be a dogfight as | We'd like everyone to name the winners of the three major European club competitions. 
Liverpool City, AC United and Universily the Federation nas resolved to cut back to Entries should be mailed/phoned/faxed to the usual address/number by March 712. 
of NSW had all been facing the axe, but 44 clubs with the aim of having just 12 in : Each winner is worth 10 points, runner-up 6 points, semi-finalist 3 points. 
benefitted from the good fortunes of those 1999. This will result in 12 team divisions As an added incentive, anyone who picks ihe trifecta is entitled to TEN BONUS POINTS! 
above thern to survive another year. from Super Leaque through to 2nd So, here's an ideal chance to pick up 40 points. Remember, entries by March 12. i 
Gladesville United and Moorebank were Division, if all goes according to plan. That 
promoted from 3rd Division, leaving means relegation for three teams, ry 
Trasandinos, Prainewood and Granville assuming one is promoted from the 2nd THE LEADERBOARD 
Green Island to play 3rd Division this year, Division, but certainly two at least’ We son Rd 10: Gulf Cup Rd 11: Indoor Rd12:AsianCup = TOTAL 
instead of 2nd Division. shall see! Kevin Christopher (72) Saudi Arabia (3) Brazil (10) Kuwait (3) (88) 
Bhupinder Rai (58) ——-— (0) Brazil (10) Iran (3) (71) 
Graham Creed (48) (0) Brazil (10) UAE (6) (64) 
— - J, — . = Anthony Fensom (48) Saudi Arabia (3) Brazil (10) Kuwait (3) (64) 
yee | . Lance Librandi (44) UAE (0) Brazil (10) Saudi Arabia (10) (64) 
Better late than never.... Harry Georgiadis (44) Saudi Arabia (3) Brazil (10) _ South Korea ( _&7) 





We'd hoped to bring you the details of the Oz youth teams Pacific sojourn in 
our last issue but it has taken us a little while to ‘collate’ the information. Our 


warm thanks go out to the Oceania Football Confederation for their assistance in Young Socceroos - 1997 Oceania Youth Tournament 










the collation process. Jan4 Grp Fiji 100 Curcija 12, 87,90, Salapasidis 46, 56, 89, Neill 24 
Wehrmann 58, Kewell 72, Garcia 75 

Australia won the Oceania Youth Tournament by defeating New Zealand 2-1 in a fiercely Jan6 Grp NZ 30 Wehrmann 8, 43, Salapasidis 67 21 
contested final, The final was in sharp contrast to the earlier rounds where Australia strolled to | Jan8 Grp Tahiti 10-0 Zane 6, 48, 76, Garcia 40, 54, 74, Salapasidis 20, is 
easy victories against Fiji, NZ and Tahiti. Coach Les Scheinflug has some wark to do before | Damianos 31, Blatsis 38, Colosimo 63 23 
the FIFA/Goca-Cola Finals in Malaysia in June. The Kiwis, with their aggressive marking and Jan 10Final New Zealand 2-1 Neill 5, Curcija 20pen 
non-stop chasing threw the Aussies off balance after Oz had scored two goals within twenty 
minutes of the kick-off, Some of the Aussie boys became over-confident and were slow to D.O.B Club Fiji NZ Tah NZ 
move the ball, particularly in midfield where play kept breaking down under the tigerish 1. Danny Milosevic 26/6/78 (Canberra) x x * 
tackling of the Kiwis. New Zealand's goal came late in the game when a cross from the wing 48. Peter Zois 2/4/78 (ViS) 4 
was deflected into the path of the Kiwi striker by an Oz defender. | 

The tournament was marred by injuries to goalkeepers with Fiji losing their number one : : | ) ae | | 
‘keeper with a broken finger in the third game and Tahiti lost both "keepers, there number one Z eel = peso Ae pi e #4 x . 
choice with a gashed foot in the opening amtch and their reserve was taken to hospital with 4 Con Blatsis 6/7/77 (Sth Melb.) x x X07? xX 

The Pater Stadium is one of the best in Oceania with a well grassed pitch and excellent 5 Harry Kewell 22/9/78 (Leeds Utd) 4 Xo63 x 
facilites. The Tahitians worked very hard to provide a good organisation and all teams played 7 Billy Damianos 18/4/77 (Sth Melb ) so6S s063 X 50?? 
in a sportsmanlike manner. There was only one send off during the tournament, A Fijian for a & Lucas Neill 9/3/78 (Millwall) X068 Xyo60 Xyo?? Xo?? 
second bookable offence in the 3rd place play-off. Oh, and Australia won the fiar play trophy. 9. Michael Curcija 27/6/77 (Sth Melb) x X x 

While Australia was by far the best team in the tournament the scores were not a true 40. Michael Garcia 20/3/77 (Canberra) so68y so60 xX 
reflection. In the game against Fiji it was 5-0 with less than twenty minutes to go when there 141. Clayton Zane AQ 177 (Newcastle) so68 xX 
was a downpour of rain and the Fijians stopped all together while Oz piled on five more, 42. Kostas Salapsesidis 1/7I7B (Adelaide City) x “obR x Xin?? 
Against Tahiti, Oz were shooting at a full back in goal as their ‘keeper was injured | 43, Carlos Gonzales 23/11/77 (UTS Olympic) x : 
The Tahitians were very disappointed in the performance of their team and learned a valuable 4 ‘a Sobuution Sinazic 44/9/78 (Wollongong) x 307? 
lesson in not having a stand-by goalkeeper after losing both keepers. | 15. Michael Pirone 3/6/78 (Adelai in City) x 

Off the field, there was a virus sweeping through the islands apparently starting from 46, Andy Vargas 3/7/77 (AIS) "4 x so7? xy 
Tonga. Some of the Kiwis had the ‘red eye’ bug alter the second game and Les Scheinfiug 47. Kasey Wehrman 46/8/77 (Brisbane) Xo6R xX S07? Xy 


and 14 players also got it, as did at least one senior administrator! 








Internet News - with Greg Stock IMAGE COUNTS PT 2 


Quite a few issues ago, readers would remember thal a number of subscribers answered a A REVIEW OF 1996/ 97 CLUB STRIPS AND BADGES 


request in Bulletin Board for yearbooks, programmes and statistical information. | From Peter Kunz 
The response was tremendous and 4 big thank you to those who did contribute. Another BB in the August '96 issue | reviewed the club colours and badges worn by each 
request followed aski lun help in the endless convert isti Wis oe | 2 3 : 

” isigods dalbanyhuaiaded ne lah pti oe eee Ericsson Cup club. | called for clubs to show more invention and variety. There have 


into an accessable unit for all to access and enjoy, Well, what you are all probably wondering ap 
is what is happening to all this material and when we can get access to all the great things been changes, most for the better, some for the worse, as the following comments 


that lie locked up within these yearbbook pages? | and awards reveal. 
It was decided by SU to place all this maternal in the care of the OzSoccer statisticians BRISBANE STR 


Strips - Same first strip as last year, Last years glorious emerald green second strip 
doesnt seem to have had an airing this season. Badge - No change. Comment- As the 


Thomas Esamie and yous truly, The reason for this was simple. OzSoccer and SU have | 
saying goes "when you're on a good thing stick to it." 


enjoyed a healthy friendship over the past year or so and the OzSoccer archive seemed the 
perfect place to make all (his information available. The internet is a very accessable medium 
for most people and even for those amongst us without direct internet access from a personal | 


computer at home, most public libraries and universities have access to the net for all to enjoy MARCONI-FAIRFIELD 
With the idea born it was now lime for action, The material was carefully disected, Strips - First ( , | ri it +3 
2 ' Da ' - First (pale blue) and second strip (white) predominantly the same as last year. 
photocopied, and the original copies returned to the safe keeping of their rightful owners or the There was a switch fram Adidas and Asics. A stallion forms a silhouette on the current 


gh ce tank Ato head napa fo dial oeeh The Marconi boomerang has changed from the Italian ““tncolore" to the pale blue of the 

bate of a height oe i Lowers aa See apse . ite pain. habia Ss Marconi strip, with the “tricolore" as background colouring. Comment - It's hard to believe 

Hoel sheet ieictnraltnty AN iapeieakaast arid aor Dar eae abatee cine Seis fe yacbalee el that the badge changes provoked a pre-season ‘soccer war' with the powers that be. 
nybody who has had a handie of Australian soccer statistics over the years will realise that Six months dawn the track this farcical saga already falls into the voluminous "believe it or 

the story is not a complete one and much cross-referencing has to be undertaken to make " . a Atctraliar; : hist ge ste | 

sure that the material is 100% accurate. Simple things like scores and scorers in a particular Age Arse an VNR nen Den a 

NSL match have caused statisticians Australia-wide many sleepless nights. Fortunately SYDNEY UNITED 

places like the Mitchell Library in Sydney and the Australian National Library in Canberra have Strips - No change. Badge - The chains and opera house have been lopped and the 

a lot of past soccer books and magazines available for the public to access (note Peter Kunz's ‘Croatian chequerboard’ has been upended. Some green and gold have been added. New 


SU editor, This is to ensure that nothing that has been contributed will fall into any ‘private strips. Overall a bit of a plus. Badge - Yes, it has cha | almost microscopically. 


excellent bibliography of Australian Soccer in SU15 & SU16 refers to the National Library in badge a little ‘heavy looking! but definately an improvement. Comment - As for Marconi 
Canberra). Magazines like Soccer World, Soccer Action and A&BSW as well as books like | 

the Encyclopedia of Australian Soccer 1922-88 and The Socceroos and their opponents are UTS OLYMPIC 

on hand to provide the necessary material to cross-reference and check for any mistakes. Strips - Olympic have changed their first from all blue to blue and white hoops (ala QPR) 


for a first strip, | seem to recall ther playing in this pattern of strip years ago. 
Second strip is the "yolk yellow’ of last season, Badge - No change. 


Slowly but surely the information is building up. The skeleton of the site is firmly in place 
and through the hard work of Thomas Esamie and his band of volunteers there is much for the 






visitor to access.and enjoy. All the various aspects of Australian soccer are covered in cne Comment - Hooped shirts are an acquired taste | have never personally taken to : 
& shape or farm. From the Socceroos and Olyroos through NSL to the various state leaques, ’ However they add variety and can be seen as a plus. ap 

There have been many long hours put in to make the site what it is today, and the task of 

updating is a continual one. Most match results from the previous weekend are available in | NEWCASTLE BREAKERS . . | 

the archive in full by late Tuesday night. This includes NSL and youth league matches as well Strips - First strip has gone from non-descript to imitative. Last year it was predominantly 

as state league matches in NSW and Victoria in the winter season. blue with a smidgeon of red, This year is it blue and white stnpes with a sliver of red siripes. 

Second strip is far more fetching with gold and biue stripes. Badge - Little change. 
How can | help, | hear you ask? Well, we are always on the lookout for material both old The word "Newcastle" has disappeared from the top of the wave. Comment - Am | the 

and new. The programmes, magazines, newspapers or yearbooks that you have collected only person who liked their three year old first strip which featured a more even mix of biue 

over the years may just have the piece of information that we are looking for to complete the and red ‘? Not to mention the fact that their first strip is now virtually identical to that of 

jigsaw. By all means continue to send anything of this nature to Kevin (SU editor) at the usual West Adelaide. A big disappointment. 

address and rest assured we will give ita good home. Should you wish to lend us parts of WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


your own personal collection then we are also quite happy to photocopy the relevant pieces we 

need and send the material back to you via Registered/Certified Mail, 
Anybody who would just like to sit back and watch the beast grow in size can do so by | 

logging inte the archive through the OzSoccer site and enjoy the only Australian soccer 


Strip - First strip is virtually identical to last years. Second strip yellow and biue (rattier like 
the Parramatta Rugby League team stnp), Badge - The Wolf head is now prominent anc 
drawn in "cartoon" style. Less awkward than the original badge, though | am not a fan of 
archive of its type in existence. And remember, anyone who would like to help ‘hands on’ can the "cartoon styie". Comment - The all red strip is simple, yet attractive. The second stip 
contact myself through <sunny@spin.net.au> or (02) 9528 6274 (AH) or Thomas Esamie on is okay without being eye-catching. | guess that the re-styled badge will appeal to the 

(02) 9248 6907 (BH) youngsters 






2) black and white stnip “a la Collingwood” as rumoured, it would be a styling disaster... 


_ Strips - Little change to first stip. Shorts are a fringed white. The second strip is bottle green 


— —— 


CANBERRA COSMOS 

Strips - First strip ts identical to last years except for a change to a “grandpa” collar, such as 

Newcastle United sport The second strip has changed from grey to bright yellow with red and | 
black stars. Badge -no change. Comment - The "grandpa’ collar is a matter of personal | 
taste, possibly best suited to a cooler climate. The second strip is a vast improvement on last 
season's, which looked fine up close, but indistinct on TV. Overall, a handsome pair of strips. 
The only mystery is why the club doesn't capitalise on this and have replica strips to sell at 
their matches (when they're available at other places round town....). 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 

Strips - The first strip has changed from dark blue and white to pale blue with the faicon motif 

fashioned in white. Up close it looks quite appealing, however it loses its distinctiveness from a 

distance. The second strip is red. Badge - The falcon badge has been reworked and the bird 

1S larger. A good example of a fine badge finessed to make it look even better Comment - 

ie name of the club has changed and relatively subtle changes have been made. all for the 
ef 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 

Strips - The first strip has changed from all blue to two wide biue stripes with a white centre 
panel, Not revolutionary, but in Australian terms innovative. Second strip is an attractive bottle 
green. Badge - Total change, The "Greek flag" motif has been replaced by a soccer ball, 
chequered flag, soccer ball and "Lakers" moniker. Comment - ail changes are for the better. 
"Lakers" sound better than “Blues” and the new badge is first class, and immediately 
associates the club with soccer. Although a proud and traditional club, changes have occurred 
without the angst evident among some other clubs of ethnic origin. 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
Strips - The first strip is largely the same as last year with the arrangement of Adidas stripes 


a little altered. All black second strip remains. Badge - The knight is now in cartoon form and 
Croatian chequerboard has been upended. Comment - | would have preferred keeping the 
strong, clear form of the old badge while upending the checkers on the Knight's shield. in the 
new badge, the knight merges with his background. A step backwards. 


COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 

Strips - First strip of black, white and yellow looks fresh and modern. The second strip is a 
drop dead gorgeous purple. Badge - a real worry. A cartoon kitsch caricature brandishing a 
sword) Comment - Superb strips, shame about the badge. Stop Press: If the club reverts to 


ADELAIDE CITY 


with some black stripes Badge - The "miniscule indistinct fauna” has been banished and a 
rampant zebra now stands before an oval background. Comment - The first strip shows little 
change, while the second strip is quite a modish new outfit. It is however, the new badge 
which is the star The badge reflects the "zebras" nickname and is stylish and appealing. 


Strips - First strip has changed from mainly white with dark blue highlights to royal blue and 
white stripes, Change strip is the same as the previous year Badge - No change 
Gomment - Blandness seems to be the key to the Westad apparel and badge. The first strip 
looks almost identical to Newcastle's. Only the away strip of orange/yellow catches the eye. 
Some people call Westad the "Sharks", so why didn't someone devise an eye catching badge 
based on that nickname rather than the dull “torch on shield" badge which has been a 
constant since 19777? 





PERTH GLORY 

strips = First strip is an eyecatching purple with a gold ‘rising sun’. Second stnp silver 
white, grey and black. Badge - Rising sun on a purple background. 

Comment - The first strip is pretty good, although it is not as strong a purple as 
Collingwood away. Perth's second strip ts relatively colourless though quite distinctive 
Overall, a pretty good look. And their souvenirs, such as badges and stickers are top 
quality products. They may have made a belated entry into the league, however, they have 
studied and learnt from the copious mistakes of others. Got it riaht in year one. 


THE AWARDS 
Best first strip - Collingwood Best away strip - Collingwood 
Runner-up - Canberra Runner-up - Adelaide City 


Worst - Copycat Newcastle and Ad City Worst - Marconi (ralher bland) 


Best Badge - Perth Runner Up - South Melbourne 
Worst - "comic" effor's by Collingwood and the Melbourne Knights. 


Overall best club improvement from 1995/96 - South Melbourne 
Runner Up - Adelaide City Least Improvement - West Adelaide 





.. a8 Bill Lawry mig as certainly all happening Gunng the second 


weekend of February when the Veneto Club played host to the second round of the Ansett 
Australia Summer Series (Southern Conference). The Friday night game saw ACT take on 
the Vics and come away with a 1-0 win courtesy of a Sharon Black goal, but the newly- 
elected President of the Victorian Womens Soccer Association, Peter Athanasiadis wasn't 


disheartened. He was pleased to see the girls possessed a good firsi touch and good 
passing skills although, like the SU crew, was a little surprised at the ‘politeness’ of it all 
The game itself was a stop/start affair, not helped by the frequent time-outs called by the 
referee, Okay, it has been hot in Melbourne, but it was a 7:00pm kick-off... 
The series continued with games on the Saturday and Sunday and now that all teams 
have played four matches it would appear Sth Aust. are in the box seat to make the final 





With the women taking over the Veneto Club for the weekend, Bulleen Inter Kings had 

to wait until the Monday night before they kicked off their Premier League campaign with a 
home fixture against St Albans Saints. With all other VPL clubs having played over the 
weekend, most rival coaches took the opportunity to check out Melboume’s latest super 
club, a result of a merger between Bulleen, Box Hill and (the original) Brunswick Juventus 

They wouldn't have been overawed with what they saw, as both teams struggled to create 

clear-cut chances. The 0-0 draw didn't make for riveting viewing for the average fan either, 
although Kings coach Mike Urukalo's send-off for arguing with the officials livened things 
up. Mike has plenty of work to do, but he has the resources available should the squad 

need strengthening. 

As with any merger, the big task for Bulleen will be to ensure that the first twelve months 
run smoothly, with minimum conflict from within, and that may not be easy. The board 
consists of fifteen members, four from each club plus three office bearers, and some 
streamlining is essential if the board is to be able to concentrate on getting things done 
rather than ‘numbers crunching’ 

The long-term aim of the club (like many others) is to submit an application for melusion 
to the Ericsson Cup for next season and while the news of Collingwood's imminent dernise 
will surely inflate the hopes of Bulleen, they will need to do extensive upgrading work on the, 
facilities if they are to impress the SocAus board. 
Having said that, the crowd of well over 1,000 who attended ‘opening night’ will be back 
for more. Oh and those ‘burgers have got to be the best in the Premier League (aithwnigl | 
| Santo Caruso reckons the souviakis at Port Melbourne are the fast food pick of thie league) | 














Did that REALLY happen? 


JANUARY 

7 - Cyrille Ndongo-Keller geis the sack from the West Ad. SocAus steps in fo mediate. 

8 - Adelaide City appoints John Nyskohus to coach full-time from February 3 for the next 
two seasons with a two year option. 

10 - Perth Glory signs former youth international Dale Wingall. 

45 - Ad City sign striker Sergei Vaskin for two years from Ukraine club Dnepropetrovsk. 
J-League champions Nagoya Grampus Eight will play games against South Australia (Feb 
3), West Adelaide (Feb 5) as part of a 10 day pre-season camp in Adelaide. SA Premier 
League club Salisbury Apaches appoint Dave Johnstone as coach for 1997, 

27 - The Socceroos dispute over ‘appearance’ money takes an interesting twist when 
SocAus decide they won't be meeting with the players representatives during the week. 
The dispute will almost certainly involve the Industrial Relations Commission. ) 

David Mitchell signs a two year deal with UTS Clympic. Alan Davidson signs on with 
Collingberg along with ex-Brunswick Juventus defender Paul Della Rocca, which doesn't 
please Bulleen!! Manis Larmond heads for Wollongong Wolves. 

28 - Tony Labbozzetta is disqualified from holding office at Marconi for two years as a result 
of the NSW Licensing Commission's investigation into - amongst other things - 
irreguiarities concerning the transfer of Paul Okon (to Club Brugge). Magistrate John 
Keating wasn't impressed with the quality of Antonino's evidence, while AL himself was 
astonished that Okon hadn't given evidence... Naturally, an appeal will follow. 

Club Marconi itself doesn't come out unscathed either, having previously been found guilty 
of eighteen breaches of the Licensing Act and copping a fine of $15,000 

29 - The new AFL CEO Wayne Jackson admits that if Aussie Rules is to be played at the 
proposed Docklands Stadium, AFL Park (Waverley) will not survive. Premier Jeff Kennett 
is unconcerned, saying the Docklands project will go ahead with or withoutthe AFL. 
Good news from Carlton, with the news that Boca Juniors and Red Star Belgrade will play 
at Optus Oval early next year. Whether Maradona arrives with the Argentinians will no 
doubt be the subject of endiess speculation. .., 

30 - Carlton announces that Eddie Krncevic has been appointed senior coach forthe 
1997/98 season. Training will begin on June 1. Collingwood general manager Rob Petrie 
states to the Herald Sun “There will be a Collingwood soccer club in the 1997-98 season,” 
31 - The Ericsson Cup resumes with a bang as league leaders Sydney United win 4-1 at 
Wollangong in front of 10,158 fans, a ground record. Ante Milicic notches a hat-trick to 
take hirn to twelve goals, just one behind the leader, tearmmate David Zdrilic. 


FEBRUARY 

2 - The Melbourne Knights’ season is In danger of collapsing as they go down 0-1 at home 
to Collingwood They are now eight points outside the ‘six’, as are UTS Olympic after losing 
0-2? at home to Perth Glory. 

4 - The Oceania Football Confederation confirms that two Oz clubs will compete in this 
years Asia-Pacific Cup. It will all become official at a meeting on March 7 in Malaysia when 
the various contracts are scheduled to be signed. The other six competing teams will come 
from Asia (4), Afnca (1) and North America (1). Collingberg decides they no longer require 
the services of George Jolevski, who is expected to sign for the Thomastown Zebras. 

5 . UTS Olympic sack David Ratcliffe following the sacking/resignation of his assistant 
Steve Darby last month, and appoint David Mitchell as caretaker, Warning: Don't sign an 
ex-Socceroo returning from overseas in the twilight of his career, just ask Bruce Stowell! 

6 - Melbourne Knights sian Marjan Tasevski from Altona Magic. 

7 - Brisbane's woes continue with a 1-3 defeat at Newcastle 





8 - Branko Culina tells Peter Desira (Herald Sun) that the interest from other clubs may 
have a destabilising effect on Sydney United's charge to the finals Carlton (chasing Enes 
and Trajkovski) & Perth (Milicic) are singled out. Nagoya Grampus Eight defeat South 
Australia 1-0 at Carden Oval. 
3 - Cringe time as the Sydney Sun-Herald run a double page fashion spread featuring an 
assortment of Socceroos modelling ridiculously overpriced clothes. Nothing wrong with the 
principle of course, just the accompanying blurb which states: "The Socceroos, Australia's 
top soccer team, have been performing sensationally lately. They won six of the last 
seven games in the Optus World Soccer Series, including a 1-0 win over Norway two 
weexs ago. This makes them almost certain to qualify for the 1998 World Cup in France " 
And the authorities wonder why the public has such unrealistic expectations sometimes... 
Meanwhile, John Taylor reports in the Sydney Sunday Telegraph that David Hill will not 
be paid by SocAus following the previous day's AGM. The stakeholders voted for the 
proposal 38 votes to 20, but the vote required a 75% approval for the constitution to be 
changed. On the park, Sydney Utd go nine points clear with a 2-0 win over Sth Melb, 
10 - SocAus is sufficiently disturbed by John Taylor's ‘highly selective’ sources of 
information’ that they issue a press release detailing a couple of other clarification 
statements, suggesting that the accuracy of the SST report had been compromised. 
Not to be outdone, George Negus issues a public statement over the failure to gain the 
75% majority required to ‘officially’ pay David Hill for his work as Chairman of SocAus. 
"The so-called defeat of the SA move lo remunerate Chairman David Hill amounts to 
an aberralion of democracy - by anyone's definition... 
The fact that the motian on the Hill remuneration was 2 special motion and 
constitutionally required a 75% majority is nothing more than an idiosyncratic 
anomaly. this situation was seized upon by a conservative minority rump at the 
meeting, still hell bent on halding the game back in this country. These people - and 
we know who they are, made it pretty obvious at the AGM - they will take any 
opportunity to “stick it up" David Hill and his board_ In some cases they have 2 


aggrandisement and self seeking al a time when we thought that was ail behind us. 

it was this kind of crap thal caused people like myself to get involved in the 

administration of soccer in this country - to stop it, not see it's ugly head pop up 

again... 

For anyone to suggest that this is the beginning of the end of the Hill regime either 

doesn? understand real democracy - or worse, fs not interested in ft. Minonty rule is 

not my idea of democracy, notwithstanding constitutional silliness." 
42 - Australia is now ranked 33rd in the FIFA / Coca-Cola World Football rankings following 
their three wins in the Optus World Soccer Series. SocAus says “It strengthens Australia's 
position in the event that we qualify for the World Cup in France in 1998. A higher 
ranking would mean a better seeding, hence a greater chance of success in the World 
Cup. Notwithstanding the inherent difficulties in the way the rankings are calculated, it is 
an undisputed indication of Australin soccer's improved standing in the soccer worid “ 
15 - Sensational developmenis as Collingwood Football CLub decide to withdraw their 
support of the Collingwood Warriors Soccer Club. Dawid Hill decides to fly to Melbourne 
16 -...and after convincing CFC of their legal obligations, it is agreed that the Warriors will 
finish this season after all, but that doesn't include the scheduled match at UTS Olympic. 
Mayhem at Lakeside as Kuzmanovic is sent off, the officials are pelted with bottles and the 
Adelaide City team bus is pelted with rocks (see Get the Book out!) 
17 - SocAus is quick to announce an investigation into events at South Melbourne the 
previous evening. They also announce some good news. George Christopoulos was wo! 
FIFA approval to join “an elite global club of player agenis" George is the firs! player ayjeril 
in Australia (and Oceania). 


| 





Dear Studs Up -Po Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


First up is Con Giannitsos (Vic) who takes a look at the problems facina 
South Melbourne. For his trouble he wins a six-pack, although it should be 
pointed out in light of the Costanzo affair, this letter arrived prior to the 
infamous Adelaide City match. 


Dear SU, 

I've decided to respond to your previous issues article re, the ethnic element. it seems 
as though South Melbourne SC's way of trying to “open itself up" is to take one step 
forward and two steps back. Allow me to explain. 

Firstly, the "reverse changes" have been prompted by a section of our club who | will 
refer to as the ‘old guard’. They are the diehard members of the club who've been around 
since the 1960's and for some queer reason like to think nothing has changed since. 

They all yearn for the ‘good old days’ when the club drew crowds of 20,000 - 30,0000 and 
had top class players from overseas on its books, thus they feel the club doesn't need to 
change its mentality. 

Look, I'd like to be 18-21 again as well, but the reality is | can’t. Although one can't help 
but wonder why we can't turf them out, the fact is they are influential supporters of the club 
and will do anything to get their way, even if the majority of the club's supporters see 
othenmise. 


Secondly, there's the Greek media, who also happen to weld a considerable amount of 
power within the club and are just as reactive. The same people who liken Mr Hill & co as 
little short of a third world dictatorship are beating out the same messages, |.e. "it's our 
(migrants) game", "The Aussies don't like it anyway", etc. What the Greek media seem to 
overlook however is that now this great Greek club (as they seem tc call it} can average 
crowds of 5,000 - 7,000 out ofa ‘strong community of close to 500,000. Pretty piss-poor 
ain't it? | mean, why don't they explain this’? 


Finally, I'd like to make some points to some readers out there who tend to liken us to 
some Hellenic right-wing, Masonic fruitcake organisation, First, we have never, ever been 
funded by the Greek government or any affiliated bodies which is more than can be said 
about some other club down here, the same club some of you had the gall to call "the great 
white hope of Australian soccer"! As for our supporters, | can count people from over a 
dozen different nationalities who regularly follow our club, (Indeed, some of them have gone 
on interstate trips as well. What does that tell you? 

So unless you have been down to Lakeside and had a bad experience there (very rare | 
can assure you) | can only suggest you just give our club a break. | mean, it's bad enough 
getting crap publicity from the Sydney loving soccer media (SBS, ABSW etc). 


Next up is the occasionally pedantic Arthur Derian (Vic) who wishes 
A-League players knew the difference between national and club competitions. 


Dear SU, 

After writing to you for the first time (during last year) it's about time | had another crack 
at it. So here goes. 

Firstly | must say that it was my mistake for me to incorrectly spell Paolo Rossi's name 
when mentioning thal 1982 2nd Round clash with Brazil, so thank you Lance Librandi for 
spotting that out. Anyway on to the next part 





Earlier this month after watching the Italian football one Sunday morning | decided to 
watch ‘On the Ball’. A particular section which comes to mind is the ‘One on One’. On this 
occassion the player being asked the questions was Brett Hughes of Wollongong Wolves. 
When asked what was the best goal he had seen being scored, he came up with the 
following answer, 1988 European Cup final Holland v Russia, Marco Van Basten. 

To my astonishment, | thought to myself “Is this what I'm hearing?" Now lets put this 
into perspective. What is the difference between the European Cup and the European 
Championship? Well it's that plain simple. 

The European Cup is for the European clubs wno finish on top of their domestic leaques 
and this competition is held every year since 1956 when Real Madrid won it. The European 
Championships is for European countries who participate in the tournament which is held 
every 4 years (like the World Cup). Now onto the Marco Van Basten goal of 1988. 

That volley against Russia for which Brett made mention of was in the EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS for Holland and not the EUROPEAN CUP. If my memory serves me 
correct the 1988 European Cup Final was contested by PSV Eindhoven of Holland and 
Benfica of Portugal which ended 0-0 and PSV won 6-5 on penalties. 

So | ask two questions 7 
1) Did anyone see Marco Van Basten play in the 1988 European Cup final for PSV? 

2) Did he score that volley in the match ? ( please refer to question 1) 

Put simply the answer lo both questions is NO 


To finally conclude this, | must admit that | sometimes am mistaken on questions 
relating to this wonderful game but not quite as this one that I've mentioned in this letter, 
But mind you | have heard worse 

Keep up the good work SU, | look forward to reading the next issue 


Peter Bayliss (NSW) has some suggestions if SocAus expand the Ericsson 
Cup to 16 teams 
Dear SU, 

With the acceptance of Carlton into Ericsson Cup, it is possible another team sucn as 
Auckland will be accepted to make the number up to 16. |< there another option, besides a 
16 team league 7 

With 16 teams, it is possible to have two divisions of eight teams. The top eight teams of 
this year would compete in the premier league, whereas the lower six teams of this year 
and the two new teams would compete in Division 1 A double home-away round robin 
would give 28 (4 games against 7 opponents) games per season. Alternatively, two 
sections within each division and a home-away series against each other team in the 
division could increase the number of games by 6 (2 games v. 3 opponents) to give 34 
Qames per season. 

What would be the advantages of such a set-up 7 
1) The chances of a full-time professional premier leaque with eight! teams would increase 
2) The chance of retaining the better players in Australia for the premier league would 
increase. 

3) The higher standard of play in the prernier league would benefit the players in the 
national team. 

4) Automatic promotion and relegation between the premier league and Division 1 would 
increase the interest at the bottorn of the premier league and the top of division one 

5) There would be no easy games as the standard in both divisions would be very close. 
Better games for the fans. 

6) The 16 teams would still give the marginal players and the fans in regicnal areas a 
chance to compeie and/or see games in the national league. 

7) Additional teams in areas suc as Hobart, Darvin and Townsville may be possible in the 
less competitive Division 1 league. 


Dear Studs Up (sort of) 
A couple of reports arrived highlighting the similarities between the ‘two legs" 
of the top-of-the-table clash back in January. 


Bulletin Board 





Firstly, Ewen Anderson (Qid) More soccer on the airwaves 

The lines were longer than I've ever seen there before. No one seemed prepared to open 2NBC 30.1FM (Narwee based community radio station) 
up extra licket windows to cater for the crowd. (Fair enough, 13,000 was 4,000 more than | A UTS Olympic (summer) and Sydney Swans (winter) program run by Helen Meyer (ex-2JJJ) 
they'd ever seen before and no one could have anticipated 13000), 13,121 was from memory on Thursday nights 9:30 - 10:30. Guests include Lex Mannos (UTS board) and various 
more than for the Colombia international. 2,500 programmes were sold out before 6pm Olympic + Swans playets in season 


Again unheard of. (2,500 is | am told the normal run). The KO was at 7.10pm to cater for 
Optus Pay TV('?). This at least allowed a few more in before KO. But there was not a one 
second delay to allow others in the ground before KO. 

Question. Has no one ever heard of the Hillsborough disaster? Whilst not suggesting that 
we are likely to see such events here, it was through starting a game whilst many fans were 
stil) outside that caused that disaster. Many of the fans at Suncorp would have been first 
timers. To encourage them to come back again, it would have made sense to delay the KO to 
get more into the ground. At the end of the day, Pay TV and other authorities DO NOT have 
the right to encourage another Hillsborough. Someone did not use their noodle when it came 
to recognising the needs of the moment. The police and security guards were all a bit useless. 
They just stood around in a reactive pose. Nothing proactive about them at all. How many fans 
who missed the start (and probably the opening goal) would be encouraged to come back? 

Fortunately, there were no situations that | am aware of that could have created problems. 
But that ts not because anyone did something to ensure that this was the case. 

For Brisbane it was a great night (even though El Tel was kept away from the place by SA) 
and it was a tremendous game with perhaps as good a spot of refereeing that | have seen for 
a long time. Connolly used a lot of common sense and the players did not abuse that 
situation. Whilst | will miss the next home game (in UK) | hope that at least half the 13000 
turn up again for that one. 


And for the second leg, Peter Smith (NSW) 

The Round 14 A-League fixtures brought an all time record crowd agaregate to our 
national competition, but based on my experiences at the Sydney Utd v Brisbane fixture at 
Parramatta Stadium, one wonders how many of these extra fans will be back. 

The entry price at Parramatta Stadiurm was $17 for the stands, probably another A-League 
record set here, and 514 for the outer ground which compares to the usual 510 ar $11 at 
A-League grounds including Edensor Park. How the Sydney United Board can justify these ' 
figures would be interesting. Sure an expensive stadium was hired for the exercise but it 
should be kept in mind that: this number of spectators would not have attended al Edensor 
Park thus reducing gate receipts, the new spectators of which there were many may be ‘once 
bitten twice shy’ and that there appeared to be no concessions for the stands, meaning that a 
family of four attending their first A-League game would have little change, aiter all expenses 
are combined, out of $100 therefore the chances of their return are greatly decreased. 

In addition to this no programmes remained around 30 minutes before kick off and 
according to the turnstile operators only around 1,000 were provided for the main entrance. 

Whilst the home club should be congratulated for its efforts in atternpting to provide extra 
entertainment for the spectators, what actually occured would have had the opposite effect on 
many fans. The pre match entertainment involved, among other things, a tiresome compere 
running around the pitch screaming at spectators, a rap group miming rather badly and an 
attempt at the puerile 'macarena’ in an effort to Unite the crowd in its enjoyment of the 
‘entertainment’, Meanwhile, the noise fram this so called entertainment was nothing short of 
ear-splitting, While this last point is probably the domain of the Stadium trust, it all combined 
to leave a feeling of the pre-match activities being rather unprofessional. 

As far as attendances go, clubs musi not fall into the trap of getting greedy when the going 
is good as this may well lead to a downturn and may come back to haunt them in the not to 
distant future. 


Radio Uno (Italian, natch) 1620am Sydney 99.3FM Wollongong 
Leichhardt based Italian radio station that has a two hour show on a Wednesday night with 
the much loved Micky Brock & Stuart Jones (of AMSVWV fame) 8.00-10:00_ First hour 
Australian stuff, second hour Worle Soaoer (rimnty European). 

We haven't actually heard these programs ourselves yel, bul we have had at two seperate 
contirmations they are woll worth a listen 
One we have heard... 

.. iS the Four Diegos radio programme on IWR O/ 4 Moin Melbourne Always full of 
interesting banter and occasionally 4 BIG name quest, listeners should tune in on Sunday 
nights between 8 U0prm and TO O0pi) As ihe prome suggests - 

“Why should the Muerto Rican qiils heave all the tune 


For all you would-be coaches out there... 





You should make a note (hat o Level One coaching course will be run by the VSF at 
Doncaster on Mareh 15/10) Infested Melbourn ian atould ing 9537 2533 and ask for 
Leanne Willan Iiterested nor Melbourmniatns should use the prefix (03), 





More stata required 
The boys at the OzSoccer archive ure on the lookout for anybody who has 
access to state league scores ln Tasmania, Weatern Australia and the various 
country based competitions around the place (e.g. NNSW, Illawarra, Latrobe 
Valley etc). All they require ls someone to supply us the details - on a weekly 
basis - of the match stastios of each round aod they will do the rest in putting 
them up on the OzSoccer archive site for all to access, This can be in the 
form of the Monday newapaper of whatever, No computer skills are required. 
Phone Grey Stock (02) 9020 G274 or email “sunny(@spin.net.au> 


FOR BALL 
SHOOT! Magazines, Aniuals, Quit Hooks | All from the 1970's, 1980's & 1990's. 
Contact: Arthur Derian, 3) Windella Cres, Glen Waverley 3150 Ph: (03) 9560-2169 









THANK Yoru 
Trevor Moore would like to thank everyone who has bought Socceroo 
programmes from hom during the list year Apart from some mid 1980's 
yearbooks wid antitials lie mow lis mostly NSL programmes left. 
ALSO cents to ST each these are great value. 
Write bo 
Trevor Moore, O% Tristan Si, Carmadale, Qld 4152 _ 


A few Wolverhampton Wanderers fave have willon in fecently seeking the full NSL details of 3] . 
Steve Corica Il ariyorve cari Hiei oan Ihey please contact SU al Ihe usual address and we'll * 


ee (eon alone (he otter etl wae howe to send. 





Finally, lhose of you will) or ldole whaleoiye liay be iteresled lo know South Meipourme 
now have ‘Malia migthte ci tiieeerlaye Abt, Thanks for that Damian... 





Look out for.... 


FEBRUARY 





28 - Women's International Soccer comes to the Bob Jane Stadium with Australia 
taking on the 1996 Olympic gold medalists, the USA. Kick-off 6pm. (Yeah, it's the 
curtain-raiser to the South Melbourne v Wollongong clash.) 








MARCH 

2 - Defending champions the Melbourne Knights must win at home to Brisbane. 

7 - The XXXX Premier League kick off with Rochedale hosting Wynnum: 7:30pm k.o. 
8 - Inthe VPL. newly promoted Springvale White Eagles host Melton Reds (formerly Albion 
Turk Gucu/Albion Redsox) at the Serbian Sport Centre, Keysborough. 

8/9 - English FA Cup 1/4 finals - Sheff Wed v Wimbledon, Chesterfield v Wrexham, 
Derby/Coventry v Middlesbrough, Portsmouth v Leicester/Chelsea. 

9 - West Adelaide travel to Sydney Utd in a real test of their finals aspirations. 

9 - More XXXX action, with Brisbane City v Brisbane Lions the highlight. 





[42 - Socceroos travel to Skopje to take on Macedonia 


15 - Perth Glory host Sydney United in what some see as a grand final preview 

15 - Heidelberg host Altona in a replay of the 1996 VPL grand final, 

45 - Bundaberg Waves play their first home match against Coalstars. 

46 - Derby day in Adelaide as West host City, and Melbourne as South travels to 
Somers St. 

2? - The NSW Super League kicks off with St George hosting Sydney United (1), 
Adamstown v Bonnyrigg White Eagles, Central Coast v Macarthur Rams and Sutherland 
playing host to Canterbury. 

23 - The NSWSL ‘st round concludes with Bankstown v Blacktown and Parramatta v 
Leichharct. 

98/99/30/31 - Two full rounds of Easter soccer in the NSWSL. More details next month... 


APRIL 


! |2 - Socceroos travel to Budapest to take on Hungary) 
§ - Bulleen Inter host Altona Magic in what shapes as one of the picks of the early season 
VPL maiches. 
43 - In Victoria, Thomastown host Bulleen in the match that shouldn't have been? 


MAY 
25 - Ericsson Cup Grand Final 


World Cup Watch 

With over half the world's nations already eliminated from the qualifying phase it's 
time to focus in on the crucial games in the upcoming months. We don't have the 
space to list them all, but if you keep an eye on the following games you'll develop a 
fair idea of who will and who won't be in France next year. 


February 23 - Hong Kong v South Korea 
March 2 - Mexico v Canada, Jamaica v USA, 
March 16 - USA\V Canada, Costa Rica v Mexico 


March 23 -Omanv Japan, Costa Rica v USA 
March 29 - Croatia v Denmark 


Aoril 2 - Poland v Italy, Czech Rep v Yugoslavia, Paraguay v Colombia 
April 4/5/6 - Congo v South Africa, Nigeria v Guinea 


